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ONE:  To Dance w i th  God 
 

Knowledge and Bel ie f  
How do you celebrate mystery? How do you engage in wonder? 
Where do you look for the transcendent in your life? 

 
The Poet ic  Church 

How has your church experience helped you celebrate different seasons of life, 
inviting you to see and engage in the ordinary and commonplace? Name one story 
or experience? 
 
How has your church experience gotten in the way of recognizing the sacred? 

 
TWO: The Hints of Transcendence 
  
 A Religious People 

“The human inclination is to search for the religious experience is primal.” Define 
religious experience.  
 

 The Symptomatic Way 
  Name some low-grade religious experience in our modern life. 
 
 The Boar in the Bedroom 

What tangible ways to honor the imagination of others? Tell a story. 
 

 
 
 What bedtime rituals do you have for yourself?  
 
  



Commercial Offerings 
Name one mystery you have experienced that connects to the following actions (not 
literally!)  

  
 Conceiving; waiting; birthing; creating; yielding up; and dying 
 
 Recognizing the Transcendent 
 Read again the story of Moses and the burning bush Exodus 3:1-5.  
 How did Moses come to recognize the sacred in the ordinary? 
  

Name a personal experience of the holy that has qualities of one or more the 
following descriptors: inner; non-practical; elusive; or non-rational. 
 
Describe a homely experience that you have recognized the sacred. 
 
Rewrite the Emerson quote on page 19 in your own words. 

  
THREE:  The Ar t  o f  L iv ing 
 

Life on the Freeways 
  Where do you notice the longing for something more than life on the freeway? 
   
The Making of Ritual 
  When and where do you make time to create a “sand castle on an ocean beach?” 
 
Making Sacred Space 

What is your experience of a sacred environment that also has openings for the Spirit 
to come? 
 

Holy Time Out 
  How to you hold “holes in time?”  
  How have your marked a moment of new privilege AND new responsibility? 
 
Sacred Symbols 
  Make a list of five symbols that help you to embrace the art of living. 
 
Transition 
  Name at least three transitions with their accompanying feelings. 
  What ritual, symbol or ceremony helped you through a transition? 
 
The Story of Paul 
  What stood out to you as you read the story of Paul and his bed? 
 
 



That’s Reason to Celebrate 
   How is God blowing his song through you these days?  
 
FOUR:  The E lements o f  Ce lebrat ion 

 
A Leader 
  When am I called upon to be a leader of rituals? 
 
Participants 
  What do I need to participate meaningfully? 
 
A Theme 
  Where do I look for “theme”? 
 
Transitions 
  What are the transitions I have marked well? 
 
Routine Cycles  
  Name one seasonal rhythm of your life in God. 
 
A Container 

Describe an event that has marked an occasion with a good beginning, middle and end. 
 
Models  
  Describe the pros and cons of both spontaneity and planning. 
 
Tradition 

Name an instance of integrating old and new tradition in a sacred ritual you have 
participated in. 

  
Psychology 
  When has a psychological need met the ritual attended? 
  
Imagination 

Think about a ritual or celebration you have hosted or led in the last year. How has your 
imagination come into play? If you can’t identify a way you used your imagination, think of 
something you would add to the experience now if you could? 

 
The Tools of Properties 
   Sounds and Gestures 

Name your favorite memory of the use of sound and/ or gesture in a ritual. What 
meaning did you attach to this sound and/or gesture? 



Elements of Nature 
Earth, Water, Fire, Winds and Open Space 

Describe a meaningful experience of the sacred using one of the elementals of 
nature. 

 
The Work of our Hands 

Describe something you have made for a sacred ritual you have been a part of. 
 

Nourishment and Food 
What biblical story to most associate with the eating or drinking of food? What does that 
story say to you about ritual, rhythm and celebration? 

 
The Celebration of Feelings 

Make a list of feelings you have experienced as you participated in a meaningful 
celebration/ritual. 
 

The Presence of Paradox 
   Describe a ritual of paradox you have attended. 
 
Vocabulary  
 
Define the following concepts… 
 
Transcendent 
 
Wonder  
 
Mystery 
 
Religious 
 
Sacred 
 
Ritual 
 
Celebration 
 
Symbol 
 
Rhythm 
 
Imagination 


