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Who has started or is starting school soon? How do you feel about school this year? Are you ready? 

Are you excited? What do you think you are going to learn?  

 

I am going back to school this year too. I will be teaching at Bethel Seminary again. I can’t wait to be 

with the students and interact with them. Now being a teacher is hard work, just like being a student. 

Both teacher and student need to be actively engaged in the process of learning no matter how 

much they think they already know. 

 

In the prologue to the Rule of Benedict, an ancient book describing a committed way of living the 

Gospel with others, Benedict writes:  

… we intend to establish a school for the Lord’s service. In drawing up its regulations, we 

hope to set down nothing harsh, nothing burdensome. The good of all concerned, however, 

may prompt us to a little strictness in order to amend faults and to safeguard love. Do not be 

daunted immediately by fear and run away from the road that leads to salvation. It is bound 

to be narrow at the outset.  But as we progress in this way of life and in faith, we shall run on 

the path of God’s commandments, our hearts overflowing with the inexpressible delight of 

love. (45-49) 

 

Sounds like a pretty interesting school to attend, now doesn’t it? : ) 

 

This summer, whether you are aware of it or not, I believe God was inviting Abbey Way to begin a 

new school season of learning. In our introductions to Abbey Way’s new vision, mission and values 

statements, we have over the course of three months begin the process of understanding what these 

statements mean for us. Little did we know when we attempted to describe where we thought God 

was trying to say to us in our thirteenth year how truly prophetic and profitable these would be to 

us.  

 

These new statements are based on Jeremiah 6:16.  

 

This is what the Lord Says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, 

and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls. 
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Supported by the values of: Asking, Listening, Seeing, Responding 

 

Our mission is: Abbey Way is a church that practices the value of listening, seeing, and responding 

to God and each other for the sake of our neighbors, the world, and those to come. 

 

With our vision stated as: We will be a people alive to and walking in God’s good way.  

 

As important as the teachings on our vision, mission and values have been for us this summer, (be 

sure to catch up if you haven’t heard them all) they barely begin to describe what the lived into 

reality of our new statements’ meaning could be for us. 

 

Think about it this way. When you go off to school, you bring with you everything you think you 

need – books, pencils, crayons, notebooks, etc. – yet you really have no idea all the things you are 

going to learn in the coming nine months. If you did, you wouldn’t have to go to school!  

 

I am convinced church, that God is inviting us to go to school this year. Just as Benedict writes up 

creating a school for the Lord’s service, I believe that the health and the future of Abbey Way will 

depend on us all doing our own schoolwork.  

 

Being a Christ centered church cannot just be a lofty dreamy ideal. It takes a willingness to dig in 

and understand how our personal story as individuals connects and contributes to our corporate 

understanding of where God is inviting us to go.  

 

I think we need to start at the basics. Like being able and willing to name as the best of our ability 

how we understand who God is and how God works in his Body, the Church.  

Adding to that a willingness to honestly look at our presumptions and assumptions of how we 

approach scripture and sacrament and wrestle with their implications for us.  

 

And then there are other questions I think are important :  

 

Where are we in our spiritual development (Spiritual development? What’s that?) and how does what 

we understand about ourselves impact our life in God and with each other?  
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How has our understanding of authority, church history and church denominational structure 

shaped our identity personally and as a church? And once we answer that question, then what might 

God want to say to us about where we are going? 

 

That’s a lot of thinking homework. But in the midst of all that “work” we need to not forget the 

“work” of reflection, study, prayer and relationship, writing, walking, reading, meditating, and 

conversing. The good work of exercising and growing in our values of asking, listening, seeing and 

responding in the here and now, willing to be present to what is in us and between us relationally 

and with God.  

 

Let us also engage with courage the work of believing God’s good way is a reality that we can lived 

in, that the ancient path can be known and has wisdom to give to us.  

 

Our vision, mission and values statements are set to help guide us. Are you ready to go to school 

church? Get those backpacks ready. I think we are going to learn some really good things this year 

about our God, ourselves, and our church that will open us to God’s good way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


