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Dear Friends in Christ,

On behalf of the executive board and staff of the Northwest Conference, I want to express our deep appreciation to each 
one of our 140 + NWC churches, as they seek to serve the Lord and share the good news of the gospel throughout our 
region. 

Ministry has always been a mixture of blessings and losses, both joys and challenges. This is no less true in the day-and-
age in which we live. There is so much in the culture that can cause us to feel that we are facing a headwind of change 
that is beyond what many had anticipated. In this respect, many churches view a landscape that appears to be both 
adventurous and treacherous. 

Yet, we know that we serve a great God and have been promised His Spirit to work both within us and through us as we 
seek to be faithful to His calling on our lives and in the life of our churches. We also know that we can find great strength 
and encouragement as we join together in our common mission. 

And this, too, we know…that the work to which we have been called, while not always easy, is eternally worthwhile. Thus, 
it is important that we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. For we know that, as we trust 
Him, our work is not in vain.

C.S. Lewis reminds us of the importance of our faith in Jesus Christ. He stated, “Christianity, if false, is of no importance, 
and if true, of infinite importance. The only thing it cannot be is moderately important.”

Do we believe it? If so, may we continue to serve unreservedly, give sacrificially, and bear witness unashamedly to the 
hope that is within us. Lord, we believe, help our unbelief!

And thank you for the part your church plays in our broader mission within the Northwest Conference. Your faithfulness 
in praying, participating, serving, and giving is essential to the health of our “In it together” work as we seek to:

• strengthen existing congregations; the theme of our 2015 annual meeting this coming April 

• plant new churches; the theme of our 2014 annual meeting last May where we announced “50 by ’25: Our 
Mission to Plant,” an initiative to start 50 new churches in the NWC by 2025

• resource children, youth & families; as kids are the Church of both today and tomorrow

• minister to pastors and their families; an area in which the NWC is leading the way in the broader Evangelical 
Covenant Church

Yet, none of this would be possible without the work of each congregation, as we know that the local church is the 
frontline of ministry. Further, the reason that broader collaboration can take place is because of the health and missional 
vitality of each congregation. So thanks for all you do to thrive in your community. Your ministry makes a difference, not 
only there, but also throughout our region.

May God richly bless your congregation and the work of your hands, knowing that Christ is Lord of the Church and we 
are called to be instruments of His redeeming love.

Sincerely in Christ Jesus, 

Mark R. Stromberg, Superintendent
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